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A UF microbiologist says Fla.
is well-suited to grow biofuels

By NATHAN CRABBE
Sun staffwriter

An ethanol plant at the Univer-
sity of Florida could help the na-
tion kick its oil habit, as well as
help the U.S. move away from
using corn to make the alterna-
tive fuel. :

UF officials this week dedicat-
ed the pilot plant, which will re-
search using genetically modi-
fied E. coli bacteria to convert
plant waste into ethanol.

. -UF microbiologist Lonnie In-
gram, who developed the meth-
od, said Florida's climate makes

it well-suited to grow plants for
fuel production. .

“We have the potential to lead
the country in the production of
biofuels,” said Ingram, director
of the Florida Center for Renew-
able Chemicals and Fuels.

Funded as part of a $4.5 mil-
lion state grant, the plant is
nestled in a new addition to an
agricultural and biological en-
gineering building on the main
campus. The plant will be used
for research and to train gradu-
ate students.

“This plant is not a silver bul-

B

let... butit’s quite likely to make
a significant contribution to the
transition away from oil,” said
UF President Bernie Machen.

Florida currently imports all
the oil that if uses.

Machen said recent gas short-
ages in Atlanta and beyond
showed the need to develop lo-
cal sources of fuel.

“Just like hurricanes, Florida
dodged this shortage this year,
but we are bound to have it hit
us sometime in the future,” he
said. ) )

The research could be applied
in an ethanol plant that UF is
building near Lake Okeecho-
bee. The university is working
with sugar producer Florida
Crystals on the $20 million proj-
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University of Florida President Bernie Machen attends the
dedication of a new biofuel plant in Frazier Rogers Hall on the.

UF campus on Friday. At back is Gongressman Cliff Stearns.
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ect, which will initially produce
ethanol from the crushed sug-
ar cane stalks left after juice is
extracted.

Currently, the U.S. uses corn
to produce nearly all the ethanol
used as an additive to gasoline.
But the practice requires alarge
amount of energy and can mean
increases in food costs.

Ingram said producing fuel
from wood has advantages in
those areas, but is more difficult
to do. The plant will help refine

the method and reduce its cost, make Ingram’s process bet-
-he said. ter-suited for industrial-scale
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plant Friday.
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expand to research other fuels

Continued from 1B

production.

“Although it’s come along way,
it’s still not quite ready for prime
time,” Machen said. “And that’s
what this plant is all about.”

The pilot projectis éxpected to
eventually expand to research
other fuels such as hydrogen,
biogas and biodiesel.

The U.S. is entering into an
“energy age” when the devel-
opment of alternative fuels will
drive the economy, said Jimmy
Cheek, a senior vice president
who heads the university’s In-
stitute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences.

“Like the information age, we
will see an explosion of creativ-
ity, innovation and technological

advances,” Cheek said.
Machen said the move to bio-
fuels will also ease the U.S. de-
pendence on foreign oil.
“Every drop that we produceis
a drop that we're not going to be
importing,” Machen said.

Nathan Crabbe can be reached
at 338-3176 or nathan.crabbe@
gvillesun.com.



